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Foreword

In the late 1980’s I began a detailed study of the early history of Louisiana Masonry. Tied to that study
was one of the early history of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. It was (and is) my opinion that a
complete understanding of one requires an understanding of the other. The archives of the Grand Lodge of
Louisiana would prove to be only minimally beneficial to my study due to the loss of so very many of their
documents prior to 1850; the possible result of several fires and many years of poor record storing and
keeping. It became necessary to expand my search to public and Masonic sources outside of Louisiana.

During my search for documents, I met Dr. Caryn Cossé Bell, then an assistant professor of history at the
University of New Orleans. Dr. Bell directed me to the Amstead Research Center in Tulane University. In that
center, I found the George Longe Collection. The Longe Collection turned out to be a literal gold mine of
information on early Louisiana Masonry. George Longe served as Sovereign Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council of Louisiana from 1936 until his death in 1987. In truth, I felt as a child discovering a hidden
candy factory. One significant find followed another. In one box, I found two old books (unfortunately, with
some pages torn out). In handwritten French was a Masonic ritual (minus the Master Mason degree). I did
not recognize the ritual, and due to time constraints, I elected to have the two books photocopied by the center
so that I could better examine them at a later time.

Several months later I did examine the rituals. The initial examination proved interesting. Clearly the
ritual was not the York Rite (American Webb) or AASR rituals. It also became obvious that this was a very
old ritual. Exactly what type of rituals were in these books? Who used them? Where did they originate? Why
were they in this collection? These and many more questions were born from this discovery. Peppered
throughout the book was the signature “J. Bonseigneur.” Who was this individual?

I sent copies of the ritual to a few researchers in various parts of the US and Europe to try and better
understand the find. The ritual turned out to be one of the so-called “Rite of Perfection” (Order of the Royal
Secret) dating somewhere in the mid to late 1700’s. Several European researchers initially felt it possible that
the ritual was the one used by the oldest known lodge in New Orleans, the 1752 “Perfect Harmony.” I was a
bit skeptical of this initial theory because not only was there no lodge name associated anywhere in the
ritual, but the name “J. Bonseigneur” was nowhere to be found in any of the Sharp-Bordeaux Documents
which gave information (including membership) of this early New Orleans lodge. Then a line from the EA
degree was noticed by Bro. Alain Bernheim, “By the power invested in me by this respectable lodge, under
the authority of our Respectable Grand Master the Duke of Orleans, I make you Apprentice Mason.” The
Grand Master was identified as Philippe de Chartres, but it was noted that he did not take on the title of
Duke until the death of his father on November 18, 1785. This ritual could not have been used by any lodge
earlier than that date.

Regardless of the other unanswered questions, it became clear that this was a significant ritual. Bro. Gerry
L. Prinsen requested that it be published by the Latomia Foundation in the Netherlands providing a photo
reproduction of the ritual along with a French transcription and an English translation. It seemed to be a
wonderful study tool. Bro. Prinsen requested that I provide him with as much background information as
possible on both the ritual and “J. Bonseigneur.” Through civil and Masonic records, I was able to provide
some information on the brother and members of his family.



The research on Bonseigneur was difficult and slow. With a publication date nearing, it became necessary
for Bro. Prinsen to draw conclusions from the already provided data. Unfortunately, nearly coinciding with
the release date came a new discovery. I learned that there was not one “J. (Jean) Bonseigneur” but two living
in New Orleans at the same time with identical names - an uncle and nephew. Both were Masons. Without a
signature clearly identifying the uncle from the nephew, it was impossible to determine which was the actual
owner of the signature in the ritual. It was also possible that both owned and made entries in the books. The
Bonseigneur family is an old New Orleans family and the rituals were most likely passed down in the family.
Alfred Bonseigneur, 33º was an Active Member of the Supreme Council of Louisiana in the 1960’s. It is most
likely that these rituals came into the possession of George Longe from this member of the Bonseigneur
family.

Regardless of who was in possession of this ritual, Philippe de Chartres, the Duke of Orleans, was the Grand
Master of the Grand Orient of France. This ritual was a commonly worked and established ritual in French-
speaking lodges. The presence of the “Bonseigneur Ritual” in New Orleans makes it the ideal candidate for
not only the original ritual of the New Orleans French-speaking lodges created in the late 1700’s and early
1800’s, but also a strong candidate for the original French language ritual used by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana.

Special thanks should be given to Bro. Gerry Prinsen and all the members of the Latomia Foundation
for permission to release this North American edition and for providing Cornerstone with a PDF copy of the
final work.  It can only be hoped that, by a study of this work, a greater interest in understanding early Louisiana
Masonry develop, but, also, might further research be undertaken in this largely undiscovered subject. We
have much more to discover, learn and understand.

Michael R. Poll
Cornerstone Book Publishers

December, 2008
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