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Foreword 

  
It is a great pleasure and satisfaction to me that the Missouri Lodge of 

Research is to publish four volumes containing the biographies of ten thousand 
or more Freemasons who have contributed to the history of the Free World. 

We know that research is the most important step in the study of history. 
Comprehensive and accurate information must be available for those who would 
interpret trends in world happenings. 
  History is made by men. It is therefore necessary to know about the 
men who have made history. In the study of the past we must know the motives 
that inspired men who made history. Events and dates are of no value unless we 
can discover what caused those events at the dates stated in what passes for 
history. 

Plutarch in Roman times and Abbott in recent times wrote biographies 
of great men. Thousands of words about the subjects of these biographies have 
been written by other famous men—Shakespeare, for instance, and Milton and 
Emerson and Toynbee. 

Perhaps these Masonic biographies will cause future historians, authors 
and playwrights to appreciate what has been done since these great books were 
written. Then people of future generations will have a fair basis for the evaluation 
of our times. 
  

HARRY S. TRUMAN, PGM  
Past Master  

Missouri Lodge of Research  
Independence, Missouri  

December 9, 1957     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Foreword to Cornerstone Edition 

William Ray Denslow’s 10,000 Famous Freemasons is the most well-
known and respected collections of short Masonic biographies ever published. 
Within this work, is a literal mountain of information concerning some of the most 
celebrated Masons as well as the ones who have made significant contributions 
to Masonry and society as a whole, but may have less recognizable names. 
Originally published between 1957 and 1960 as a four volume set by the 
Missouri Lodge of Research, 10,000 Famous Freemasons is an ideal starting 
point for any researcher of Masons.   

William Denlsow, the son of noted Masonic author Ray Vaughn 
Denslow, was born on May 2, 1916 in Trenton, Missouri. Like the elder Denslow, 
who served the Grand Lodge of Missouri as Grand Master from 1931-1932, "Bill” 
Denslow served in the same office from 1967-1968. He held offices in many 
Masonic organizations and was named a Fellow of the Missouri Lodge of 
Research (the only other Fellow was his father) as well as a Fellow and 
President of the Philalethes Society. MWBrother Denslow died on June 20, 1993 
in Tenton.   

While a few editorial changes have been made, the work is for the most 
part as it was when first published. The largest change is the addenda that was 
at the end of the 4th edition. The addenda was a collection of corrections and 
additions to the work. We have incorporated the corrections and additions into 
the work itself removing the need for the addenda. 

This long out of print work has become a scarce prize among Masonic 
book collectors. It is because of the value and scarcity of this significant work that 
Cornerstone has decided to release this print edition of 10,000 Famous 
Freemasons. We hope you enjoy and benefit from this classic work.   
 

Michael R. Poll 
Cornerstone Book Publishers 

2007 
  



 

  
Preface 

  
This is the first of four projected volumes entitled 10,000 Famous 

Freemasons, a much needed Masonic research project, sponsored by the 
Missouri Lodge of Research. 

Perhaps the title is misleading, for the men listed herein, in the main, 
have not been famous primarily for their contributions to Freemasonry, but they 
are 10,000 famous or interesting personalities who have made their names in 
other fields. However, they have been, or are, members of the fraternity. There 
are hundreds of professional Freemasons and thousands of Masonic dignitaries 
who will not be mentioned. Their biographies have been inscribed in the various 
proceedings and annals of Freemasonry and will not be given here. A few 
national heads, founders and Masonic authors will be the exceptions. 
  These volumes do not cover any particular country or time, but, on the 
contrary, are world-wide in scope and cover the famous men from the beginnings 
of Freemasonry down to, and including, the present year. 
  Many volumes and pamphlets have been written on "Famous 
Freemasons." This work will exceed them all in scope, and, we hope, in 
accuracy. Nevertheless it is only a start on the vast amount of material that is 
available in the field of Masonic biography. It is a continuing process and 
tomorrow may lift a brother to prominence or rob another of his laurels. 
  It is difficult to establish a criteria for inclusion in these volumes. The 
reader will note, for instance, that many famous Freemasons have been 
overlooked, whereas many famous men who were anti-Masons are included. 
Former members who have been "back sliders" are noted as such when it comes 
to our attention and famous men who have been expelled are listed also. We 
have given the facts and have not attempted to claim what was not ours. 

The last volume of this series will include an addenda of the many 
worthy brethren who have been omitted, and we will rely on our readers to bring 
these names to our attention so that they may be included. 

To understand the difficulties in preparing a volume of this type, let us 
explain how it has been accomplished. Five years ago, we microfilmed and 
reprinted several thousand biographical cards in the library of the House of the 
Temple, Supreme Council, 33°, AASR (SJ). This kind gesture of the Southern 
Supreme Council is appreciated. This basic card file started our research. In the 
intervening five years, we have increased our 3 x 5 reference file from the 
original group to the amazing total of approximately 60,000 cards. To do this, we 
have read, marked and pasted on 3 x 5 cards, all the biographies in the current 
Who's Who, the two volumes of Who Was Who and the Who's Who 
Supplements. The majority of our references, however, have come from 
thousands of Masonic books and periodicals which we have indexed during this 
period. This is a continuing process, and we add a dozen or more biographical 
cards a day to our files. This card file is supplemented by an extensive 
biographical file for more lengthy material. 

We already have mentioned the valuable assistance given by the 
Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, for the part it contributed to this project. The 
York Rite also has donated heavily by paying the salary of the author and his 
staff of The Royal Arch Mason magazine for the many hours they have spent 



 

working on these volumes. They have bought card files, cards, books and other 
material that has been necessary in compiling the original material. The 
contribution of the General Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons will run into five 
figures before the project is completed. 

The compiler wishes to express his appreciation to Ray V. Denslow, 
Nada W. Hoffman and Juanita D. Denslow for their help in copyreading and 
proofreading and to Hazel H. Jackson for maintaining the card files. 
 These volumes will stand as a memorial to the criticism of our 
detractors. What other group of men in the world has accomplished so much? A 
perusal of these biographies will indicate that a great proportion of the liberators, 
patriots, royalty, explorers, statesmen, judges, inventors, soldiers, sailors, 
musicians, entertainers, aviators, and business executives have seen fit to honor 
our fraternity with their membership. For more than 200 years Freemasonry has 
produced men of leadership, morals and vision; men of knowledge; men of 
science; men of war; men who would free their people from the oppressor; men 
who would fight to maintain that liberty—and men who would offer a helping hand 
to the downtrodden. They are, indeed, brethren of whom we may be proud!  
In these four volumes you may read their record. It will speak for itself!  
  

WILLIAM R. DENSLOW  
1957
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A  
  
 

John Aasen A giant 8' 6" 
tall who, when raised in Highland 
Park Lodge No. 382, Los Angeles on 
July 14, 1924, weighed 536 lbs. The 
raising was done by Arthur S. Crites, 
G.M. and all ritualistic ceremonies 
were observed except that 12 crafts-
men were required. Fifteen hundred 
witnessed the ceremony. Aasen ap-
peared in a number of motion pic-
tures including The Circus. 

 
Ivar Aavatsmark (?-1950) A 

prominent Norwegian Freemason and 
officer of the Grand Lodge of Sweden 
who played an important part in the 
reorganization of Norwegian Freema-
sonry after WWII. 
  
          Leon Abbett Governor of 
New Jersey, 1885-1887. Past master 
Mystic Tie Lodge No. 272, New York 
City. Demitted to Varick Lodge No. 
31, Jersey City and later to Temple 
Lodge No. 110. Was representative 
to G.L. of Ireland from G.L. of New 
Jersey from 1886 to 1894. Member of 
Ancient Chapter No. 1, R.A.M., New 
York City. 
  
            Stephen Abbot General in 
American Revolution. Member Essex 
Lodge, Salem, Mass. 
  
            Bud Abbott Radio, stage and 
screen performer. b. Asbury Park, 
N.J., Oct. 2, 1898. Began as a cash-
ier in theatres in 1916 and became 
famous with the founding of the team 
"Abbott and Costello." Sold 78 million 
in war bonds on a 31 day tour during 
WW2 and entertained in 300 Army 
and Navy camps. A Mason and a 
Shriner. 
  

            George B. Abbott English 
Masonic writer. Member of Gladsmuir 
Lodge No. 1385. 
  
            Leon M. Abbott (1867-1932) 
Grand Commander of Supreme 
Council AASR (NJ) PGM of Mass. 
Raised in Columbian Lodge, Boston, 
June 7,1894. PHP of St. Paul's Royal 
Arch Chapter, Boston. 
  
            Robert 0. Abbott (1824-
1867) Surgeon General of the U.S., 
1862-67. b. in Pennsylvania, he en-
tered the army in 1849 as assistant 
surgeon and accompanied Ma-
gruder's battery to California. He sub-
sequently served in the East and also 
in Florida and Texas. During 1861 he 
was assistant to the chief medical 
purveyor of New York and later medi-
cal director of the Fifth Army Corps. 
The duties of his office were arduous 
and he died of overwork. Mentioned 
as a Mason in the District of Colum-
bia proceedings of 1865. 
  
            William R. Abbott (1869-
1950) President of Illinois Bell Tele-
phone Co. 1922-30; chairman of the 
board, 1930-34. b. Sept. 18, 1869 in 
New York City. Began as clerk for 
Erie Railroad in 1885 and with the 
Westchester (N.Y.) Telephone Com-
pany in 1888. Was with Illinois Bell 
from 1893, becoming general super-
intendent, general manager, vice 
president and president. Mason and 
Knight Templar. d. Mar. 2, 1950. 
  
  Abd-el-Kader (1807-1883) 
Algerian patriot and emir of Mascara. 
b. near Mascara, his family were 
Sherifs or descendants of Moham-
med, and his father, Mahi-ed-Din, 
was celebrated throughout north Af-
rica for his piety and charity. He re-
ceived an excellent education in the-
ology, philosophy and the manly arts 
such as horsemanship. After the 
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French had taken possession of Alge-
ria (1830) the Arabs entreated Mahi-
ed-Din to become their sultan, which 
he did, but immediately abdicated in 
favor of Abd, his son. Abd, at the 
head of 9,000 troops marched toward 
Oran to drive out the French. The 
fighting was bitter, but the French 
remained in possession of the city. 
For the next 13 years he stubbornly 
resisted the French conquest of Alge-
ria, but in 1847 when they massed 
120,000 troops against him, he was 
forced to surrender under these tre-
mendous odds. Although promised 
that he would be allowed to go to 
Alexandria, he and his family were 
detained in Europe for five years. In 
July, 1860, he was active in defend-
ing the Christians against the mur-
derous attacks of the Moslems in the 
Christian quarters at Damascus. In 
recognition of saving many lives, he 
received decorations and presents 
from many countries.. The remainder 
of his life was occupied in public de-
votions, religious instruction and prac-
tical charity. A biography published in 
London in 1867 records this interest-
ing episode: "Abd-el-Kader had just 
succeeded in achieving, after much 
toil and self-abnegation, the highest 
distinction to be attained in a religious 
profession, dogmatic and exclusive. 
By a singular contrast he now wished 
to wear the badge of a society based 
and established on the principle of 
universal brotherhood. The Masonic 
body in Alexandria hastened to wel-
come the illustrious neophyte. The 
Lodge of the Pyramids was specially 
convened for the occasion on the 
evening of 18th of June (1867). Abd-
el-Kader was initiated into the myster-
ies, and to the privileges of being a 
'Fellow of the Prophet,' added the 
more time-honored privilege of being 
a 'Free and Accepted Mason.' " He 
died at Damascus on May 26, 1883. 
  

            James, 1st Duke of Aber-
corn (1811-1885) 10th Earl, 2nd 
Marquis and 1st Duke of Abercorn. 
Grandson of 1st Marquis; lord lieu-
tenant of Ireland (1866-68; 1874-76). 
Grand Master of Ireland 1874-1885. 
  
            James, 2nd Duke of Aber-
corn (1838-1913) Eldest brother of 
Lord George Francis Hamilton. Was 
official figurehead of the Irish land-
lords in land war and opposed home 
rule. Grand Master of Ireland in 1886 
succeeding his father, the first duke. 
  
            James, 7th Earl of Abercorn 
(James Hamilton) (?-1744) Privy 
Councilor of England. Named Grand 
Master of England by the retiring 
Grand Master, Duke of Richmond, in 
1725. He was at that time master of a 
lodge and had served on the commit-
tee of charity during that year. Suc-
ceeded his father as Earl of Abercorn 
in 1734. Died, 1744. 
  
            John W. Abercrombie 
(1866-1940) Educator and public 
official. President of University of Ala-
bama 1902-11. State supervisor of 
teacher certification in Alabama 1935-
40. Acting Secretary for U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor 1918-20. Member of 
63rd and 64th Congress 1913-17. 
Member of Alabama Senate 1896-98. 
Mason and 32° AASR. 
  
            Sir Ralph Abercromby 
(1734-1801) British general who led 
the expeditionary force that con-
quered St. Lucia and Trinidad in 
1795-96. He commanded troops in 
the Mediterranean in 1800, defeated 
the French at Alexandria in 1801 and 
died of wounds received there. He is 
credited with restoring the discipline 
and efficiency of the British army. 
Member of Canongate Kilwinning 
Lodge No. 2, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
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            Charles Aberdour (Lord 
Sholto) Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of England (Moderns) from 
1757-61 and 20th Grand Master Ma-
son of Scotland, 1755-56. He was 
later the 15th Earl of Morton. 
  
            Walter S. Abernathy Trans-
portation economist, government 
official. b. Sept. 7, 1887 at Peters-
burg, Va. Transportation specialist, 
Dept. of Commerce 1928-53; execu-
tive secretary Pan American Railway 
Congress since 1949. Raised in 
Powhatan Starke Lodge No. 124, 
Petersburg, Va. on Sept. 5, 1919. 
Member of Columbia Chapter No. 1, 
Washington, D.C. 32° AASR (SJ) in 
Albert Pike Consistory, Washington, 
D.C. May 28, 1946. Member of Almas 
Shrine Temple, 1946; Washington 
Chapter No. 3, National Sojourners, 
George Washington Camp of Heroes 
of '76. Past president (1944) of advi-
sory board of Masonic Clubs of D.C. 
Past deputy state president of Na-
tional League of Masonic Clubs. 
  
            Robert S. Abernethy Briga-
dier General, U.S. Army. b. Aug. 5, 
1874 in Gonzales Co., Texas. Com-
missioned lieutenant in 1897 and 
promoted through grades to general 
rank on Oct. 1, 1932. Served in the 
Spanish American War and in the 
Philippines. Commanded 175th Field 
Artillery Brigade, A.E.F. in WW1. His 
last command was San Francisco 
Port of Embarkation and he retired in 
1938. Member of Summerton Lodge 
No. 105, Summerton, N.C. and 
served as national president of the 
National Sojourners from 1937-40. 
  
            Thomas G. Abernethy Con-
gressman from Mississippi. Member 
of 76th to 84th Congresses. b. May 
16, 1903 at Eupora, Miss. Lawyer. 
Received degrees in Eupora Lodge 
No. 423 and presently member of 

Prairie Lodge No. 87 at Okolona, 
Miss. Member of Royal Arch Chapter 
and Commandery, K.T. at Okolona 
and Hamasa Shrine Temple at Merid-
ian, Miss. 
  
            Edmond Francois Valentin 
About (1828-1885) French journalist, 
novelist, playwright and member of 
the French Academy. Author of Le 
Roi des Montagnes (1856), Le Nez 
d'un Notaire (1862) and Madelon 
(1863). Mason. 
  
            George, 5th Earl of Aboyne 
(George Gordon) (1761-1853) Sol-
dier; succeeded as 5th Earl of 
Aboyne in 1794 and the 9th Marquis 
of Huntly in 1836. Was Grand Master 
of Scotland in 1802-03. 
  
            Antonine Firmin Abraham A 
Freemason who made himself notori-
ous at Paris in the beginning of the 
19th century by the manufacture and 
sale of false Masonic diplomas and 
by trading the higher degrees, from 
which traffic he reaped a harvest for 
some time. 
  
            Herbert Abraham President 
of Ruberoid Co. since 1903. b. July 9, 
1883, New York City. President of 
Asphalt Roofing Industry Bureau 
three terms. Served on War Indus-
tries Board, Washington, 1917-18. 
Mason. 
  
            Allen Abrams Vice president 
of Marathon Corp. since 1940 and 
Director since 1943. Deputy Director 
of development and research for 
O.S.S. in 1943-44. b. Jan. 27, 1889. 
Mason. 
  
            Benjamin Abrams President 
of Emerson Radio and Phonograph 
Corp. Came to this country from Ro-
mania at the age of 12. Left school at 
13 to help support his fatherless fam-
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ily and by the age of 29 had acquired 
the name, assets and presidency of 
the Emerson Corp. His career is 
studded with "firsts"; the radio-
phonograph, the smallest radio and 
commercial television. Famed for his 
philanthropy to national and interna-
tional projects. He is a member of 
Farragut Lodge No. 976, New York 
City. 
  
            Franz Abt (1819-1885) Ger-
man composer. b. Eilenberg Saxony 
d. Wiesbaden. Composed a number 
of cantatas and songs for the lodge 
for use on St. John's Feast Days. 
Initiated in Brunswick Lodge in 1853. 
 
            Grafton M. Acklin (1851-
1926) General Grand Master, Gen-
eral Grand Council, R. & S.M., 1909-
12. b. July 30, 1851 at Aberdeen, 
Ohio. Was manager of the Toledo 
Machine and Tool Co. from 1896-
1911, retiring on latter date. He also 
was associated with his three sons in 
the Acklin Stamping Co. Raised in 
Rubicon Lodge No. 237, Toledo on 
April 27, 1874; exalted Dec. 16, 1875 
in Ft. Meigs Chapter No. 29, R.A.M.; 
greeted in Toledo Council No. 33, R. 
& S.M., Jan. 13, 1876, and knighted 
in Toledo Commandery No. 7, K.T., 
on Sept. 2, 1881, all of Toledo, 32° 
AASR (NJ) at Toledo in 1898. Was 
grand master of the Grand Council of 
Ohio in 1890; grand high priest of the 
Grand Chapter of Ohio in 1897; re-
ceived 33° AASR in 1913. d. Dec. 17, 
1926. 
  
            Sir Allan Adair British Major 
General created the 6th Baron in 
1938 of baronetcy established in 
1888. Served with Grenadier Guards 
in 1916-17 and was in command of 
the 3rd Bn. in 1940; the 30th Guards 
Brigade in 1941; and the 6th Brigade 
in 1942; when he was given com-
mand of the newly formed Armored 

Division of the Guards which he re-
tained until the end of WW2 and led 
in the epic dash of 1944 from the 
Seine to the relief of Brussels. It was 
regarded as one of the most gallant 
achievements of the European libera-
tion. His only son (a captain) was 
killed when the Guards attacked 
Mount Camino in Italy, Nov. 1943. 
Since 1951 he has been second in 
command of the Queen's Bodyguard 
of the Yeomen of the Guard. Com-
mander of the Bath; DSO; M.C. He 
entered Masonry in April, 1924 in 
Household Brigade Lodge No. 2614, 
serving as master. Appointed assis-
tant grand master of the G.L. of Eng-
land in 1953. A member of most of 
the Masonic rites in England. 
  
            E. Ross Adair Congressman 
from 4th Indiana district to 82nd Con-
gress. b. Dec. 15, 1907 at Albion, Ind. 
Admitted to bar in 1933 and since 
practiced at Fort Wayne. Served in 
army overseas in WW2. Raised in 
Albion Lodge No. 97, Albion, Ind. in 
1929. 32° AASR in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Shriner, National Sojourner, Tall Ce-
dar member. 
  
            Hugh R. Adair Justice, Su-
preme Court of Montana from 1943 
and chief justice since 1947. b. Aug. 
27, 1889 at Trego Co., Kansas. 
Served in both bodies of Montana 
state legislature and was lieutenant 
governor from 1937-41, addressing 
the Grand Lodge of Montana in this 
capacity in 1938. Past potentate of 
Algeria Shrine Temple. 
  
            Jackson L. Adair Congress-
man, judge. b. Feb. 23, 1888 at Clay-
ton, Ill. Graduated from Univ. of 
Michigan in 1911 and admitted to bar 
in Michigan, Oklahoma and Illinois, 
first practicing in Muskogee, Okla. in 
1911-13 and then in Quincy, Ill. Illi-
nois state senator in 1928-32 and 
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member of the 73rd and 74th Con-
gresses (1933-37) from 15th district. 
Has been U.S. district judge, South-
ern Illinois district since 1937. Mason. 
  
            Alva Adams (1850-1922) 
Governor of Colorado 1887-89; 1897-
99. Candidate for governor in 1904 
and was declared elected, being 
seated on Jan. 10, but on March 20, 
1905 he was ousted by legislature 
which gave the office to James H. 
Peabody, who served one day and 
resigned. Member of first Colorado 
legislature in 1876. U.S. Commis-
sioner-General to Australia, New Zea-
land, Java, Siam, and China. 
Knighted in Pueblo Commandery No. 
3, K.T. Jan. 15, 1884; 32° January 
29, 1890 in Denver. Active member of 
Supreme Council AASR (SJ). b. Iowa 
Co., Wis., May 14, 1850; d. Battle 
Creek, Mich., Nov. 1, 1922. 
  
            Alva B. Adams (1875-1941) 
U.S. Senator from Colorado, 1923-
45. b. Oct. 29, 1875 at Del Norte, 
Colo. Graduate of Yale and Columbia 
universities, and admitted to Colorado 
bar in 1899, practicing at Pueblo. d. 
Dec. 1, 1941. Mason. 
  
            Andrew Adams (1736-1797) 
Signer of Articles of Confederation in 
1777 and chief justice of Supreme 
Court of Connecticut. b. in January, 
1736 in Stratford, Conn. Graduated 
from Yale in 1760 and practiced at 
Stamford and Litchfield. Member of 
state legislature in 1776-81; delegate 
to Congress in 1777-80 and again in 
1781-82. Appointed judge of state 
supreme court in 1789, he was made 
chief justice in 1793. He was an 
adroit lawyer and an able judge. 
Member of St. Paul's Lodge No. 11, 
Litchfield, Conn. d. Nov. 26, 1797. J. 
R. Case says probably not a Mason, 
but confused with another of the 
same name. 

             Charles F. Adams (1876-
1946) Business executive who pio-
neered and developed National 
League hockey in U.S., 1925. Gover-
nor of the league 1925-37; Director 
and chairman of board of Eastern 
Racing Association 1935-43. Director 
Boston National League Baseball 
Association 1927-35. Knight Templar 
and Shriner. b. Oct. 19, 1876, in New-
port, Vt. d. Oct. 1, 1946. 
  
            Claude M. Adams Brigadier 
General U.S. Army (1943). Executive 
officer and aide-de-camp to General 
G. C. Marshall, chief of staff; military 
attaché to Brazil 1942-44. Served in 
WW1 as lieutenant. Vice president of 
O'Donnell Shoe Corp. Mason. b. 
Humbolt, Tenn., Oct 2, 1895. 
  
            Frank R. Adams Author and 
playwright. Has written about 20 nov-
els, a score of musical comedies, 
several motion pictures and a book of 
lyrics of musical comedy. b. July 7, 
1883 at Morrison, Ill. Graduate of 
Univ. of Chicago in 1904. Mason. 
 

Henry Rice Adams (1861-
1928) Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Minnesota, 1903-04. He 
was born in a Masonic lodge and 
fatally stricken in a Masonic lodge. b. 
Sept. 15, 1861 in the lodge room of 
Monticello Lodge No. 16, Monticello, 
Minn., on Sept. 15, 1861. His father, 
Samuel E. Adams, was a pioneer 
merchant of that city and rented a 
room above his general merchandise 
store to the lodge. When their living 
quarters at the rear of the building 
became crowded, Mrs. Adams was 
moved into the lodge room on the 
night her son was born. The attending 
physician, Dr. James W. Mulvey, was 
junior warden of the lodge. In Feb., 
1884, Adams was initiated in the 
lodge room in which he had been 
born. He moved to Minneapolis, be-
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came a member of Minneapolis 
Lodge No. 19 in 1885, served as its 
master, and in 1898 affiliated with 
Minnesota Lodge No. 224 and was 
charter master. Member and past 
high priest of St. John's Chapter No. 
9, R.A.M.; Zion Commandery No. 2, 
K.T.; 32° AASR (NJ) and member of 
Zurah Shrine Temple. He engaged in 
the real estate and insurance busi-
ness until 1895, when he was em-
ployed by the city water department 
of Minneapolis until retirement in 
1927. He was stricken fatally, while 
attending a communication of Minne-
sota Lodge No. 224, and died, March 
30, 1928. 
  
            Jasper Adams (1793-1841) 
Clergyman and educator. b. Aug. 27, 
1793 in Medway, Mass. Graduate of 
Brown Univ. and studied theology at 
Andover. Math professor at Brown 
and at same time ordained in Episco-
pal church. Became president of the 
college of Charleston in 1824, and 
Hobart College (Geneva, N.Y.) in 
1826. Served as professor at West 
Point from 1838-40. Raised in Mt. 
Vernon Lodge No. 4, Providence, R.I. 
in Sept., 1821. d. Oct. 25, 1841. 
  
            John Adams American Revo-
lution (naval). Purser on ship Raleigh 
during Revolution. Member St. John's 
Lodge No. 1, Portsmouth, N.H. 
  
            John Quincy Adams (1767-
1848) Sixth President of the United 
States 1825-29. An anti-Mason who a 
year before his death published a 
book of his letters against the Ma-
sonic fraternity which amounted to an 
expose. 
  
            John T. Adams (1873-1942) 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 
Colorado,1931-34. b. Dec. 25, 1873 
at La Porte, Ind. Admitted to bar in 
1900. Named to Supreme Court of 

Colorado as justice in 1925, serving 
last part of term as chief justice. Re-
sumed law practice in 1935. Mason. 
d. May 13, 1942. 
  
            Karl L. Adams (1888-1948) 
President of Northern Illinois State 
Teachers College at DeKalb, Ill. from 
1929. b. Sept. 5, 1888 at Lexington, 
Ohio. Mason. d. Dec. 6, 1948. 
  
            Kenneth S. Adams Chairman 
of board of Phillips Petroleum Co. 
since 1951. President of Phillips from 
1938-51. b. Aug. 31, 1899 at Horton, 
Kans. Began with Phillips as a ware-
house clerk in 1920. Member of Bar-
tlesville Lodge No. 284, Bartlesville 
Chapter No. 55, R.A.M.; Calvary 
Commandery No. 26, K.T. all of Bar-
tlesville, Okla. 33° AASR (SJ) at 
Guthrie, Okla.; Kara Grotto, Bartles-
ville; Tulsa Court No. 47, Royal Order 
of Jesters, Tulsa; Akdar Shrine Tem-
ple at Tulsa; Wasono Shrine Club, 
Bartlesville, Bartlesville Scottish Rite 
Club. Member, Legion of Honor, Or-
der of DeMolay and Trustee, Masonic 
Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc. Re-
ceived Distinguished Gold Medal 
Award of General Grand Chapter, 
Royal Arch Masons, in Sept., 1960. 
  
            Myron E. Adams (1876-
1930) Social Worker. D.D. Syracuse 
University 1898. Ordained Baptist 
minister 1905. Social worker in Roch-
ester, N.Y.; Cleveland, Ohio; Buffalo 
and New York City. Organized and 
became first director of Department of 
Morale (under Chief of Staff U.S. 
Army) during WW1. Executive secre-
tary of National Rehabilitation Comm. 
1922; associated with Marshall Field 
and Albert A. Sprague in the Public 
Service Associates, Inc., 1922-26. 
Mason. b. Feb. 19, 1876. d. Jan. 17, 
1930. 
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            Richard Adams Privateer 
and Captain during Revolution. Mem-
ber of St. Peter's Lodge, Newbury-
port, Mass. 
  
            Samuel Adams Signer, Dec-
laration of Independence. No record 
of his Masonic affiliation although 
purported to have been made a Ma-
son in St. John's Lodge, Boston, 
Mass. 
  
            Samuel Adams Governor of 
Arkansas in 1844. Member of Clarks-
ville Lodge No. 5 (Ark.) and junior 
grand warden pro-tem of the G.L. of 
Arkansas in 1844. 
  
            Samuel E. Adams Active 
member of Supreme Council AASR 
(SJ). d. March 29, 1912. Raised in 
Vermont Lodge No. 18, Hartland, Vt. 
Exalted in Burlington (Vt.) Chapter 
No. 3, Feb. 14, 1855. Knighted in 
Burlington Commandery No. 2, Sept. 
19, 1855. Received 33° from G.C. 
Albert Pike at Minneapolis, Minn. 
Aug. 23, 1885. 
  
            Sherman Adams Governor of 
New Hampshire; advisor to President 
Eisenhower. Elected governor of New 
Hampshire in 1949 and was the 40th 
Freemason to serve as governor out 
of a total of 67 since 1785. As advisor 
to Eisenhower he was often called 
"Assistant President," and was chief 
of the White House staff. Described 
as "tough-minded, aloof, knowing all 
the policies, aims, purposes and 
background." Makes many decisions 
on his own and is sometimes called 
"The Rock of Gibraltar." Knight Tem-
plar, 32° and member of Bektash 
Shrine Temple of N.H. Served in 
WW1 and traces kinship back to two 
presidents of the U.S. Speaker of 
N.H. House of Representatives 1943-
44 and member of the 79th Con-

gress. b. East Dover, Vt., Jan. 8, 
1899. 
  
            Wilbur L. Adams (1884-
1937) Congressman from Delaware 
73rd Congress. Lawyer. Democratic 
candidate for U.S. Senate, 1934. b. 
Oct. 23, 1884. d. Dec. 4, 1937. Ma-
son. 
  
           Henry Adamson Wrote the 
first printed reference yet discovered 
showing the Master's Word to be 
connected with the Rosy Cross. It 
occurs in his The Muses Threnodie—
"For we are brethren of the Rosy 
Cross we have the Mason's Word.” 
  
            Sir Michael Adeane Private 
secretary to Queen Elizabeth of Eng-
land and to her father, King George 
VI, to whom he acted, in a sense, as 
a Masonic aide-de-camp on many 
occasions. Represented George VI at 
installation of the Earl of Scarbrough 
as GM in 1951. A Knight of the Grand 
Cross of the Order of the Bath, he 
served as senior grand deacon of the 
Grand Lodge of England in 1946. 
  
            Charles Adkins (1863-1941) 
Congressman from Illinois 69th to 
72nd Congresses (1925-33). Mason. 
Home, Decatur, Ill. 
  
            Jesse C. Adkins (1879-1955) 
Judge. Special assistant to the Attor-
ney General from 1908 to 1916. Ap-
pointed Associate Justice, Supreme 
Court of District of Columbia in 1930. 
Chairman jud. sect. American Bar 
Assn., 1935. Mason. 32°. b. April 13, 
1879. d. Mar. 29, 1955. 
  
            Julius Ochs Adler (1892-
1955) Major General; vice-president 
and general manager of the New 
York Times. Fought in both WW1 and 
WW2 and was called a "Soldier's 
Soldier" by President Eisenhower. 
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Was active in many Jewish, civic and 
patriotic endeavors throughout his 
life. The rank of general—which Adler 
carried proudly—was not honorary. 
He had been a civilian soldier for forty 
years. Since WW1, he had served the 
77th infantry division. He left it during 
WW2 to lead other combat troops. 
After the war he rejoined the 77th and 
became the commanding general of 
this New York reserve unit. He 
started with the New York Times in 
1914, and in directing its business 
management as well as that of the 
Chattanooga (Tenn.) Times, he 
helped maintain the high standards 
that have been a credit to the world of 
journalism. He was a member of Jus-
tice Lodge No. 753 of New York City. 
Adler died on October 3, 1955 and 
was buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery on October 6. 
  
            Adolph Friedrich IV Duke of 
Mecklemburg-Strelitz (1738-1794) 
Initiated in 1772 by deputation of the 
lodge Irene zu den drei Sternen in 
Rostock, Germany. In 1774 he en-
tered the lodge at New-Brandeburg 
remaining a member until his death. 
  
            Adolph Fredrik (1710-1771) 
King of Sweden 1751-1771. Was 
master of a Stockholm lodge and 
received the title of Protector of 
Swedish Freemasonry in 1762. 
  
            Baron van Aersen-Beyeren 
Grand Master of the Netherlands 
1756-1758. 
  
            John S. Africa (1839-1900) 
Banker and grand master of Pennsyl-
vania 1891-1892. Member Pennysl-
vania legislature, 1860. Secretary 
Internal Affairs of Pa. 1883-87. Presi-
dent Union Trust Co. of Philadelphia 
1887-1900. 
  

            Gregorio Aglipay Chaplain 
General of the Philippine Army 1899-
1901. Scottish Rite member. Later 
headed the Philippine Independent 
Church. 
  
            Andrew D. Agnew (1867-
1951) Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment, K.T. 1932-37. Native of 
Ireland. Lawyer. Active member of 
the Supreme Council (NJ), 1920. 33º 
in 1911. 
  
            Ignacio Agramonte (1841-
1873) Cuban patriot and Freemason 
who participated in war which fol-
lowed Cuba's declaration of inde-
pendence in 1868. b. in Puerto Prin-
cipe, he was commissioned under 
Cespedes and became leader of the 
revolts of 1868-69 against Spain. He 
was killed in battle. 
  
            Camillo Mora Aguilar Gov-
ernor of province of San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Son of President Juan Rafa el 
Mora. An agriculturist. Member of 
Union Fraternal No. 10. 
  
            Joaquin Aguilar Magistrate 
of Supreme Court of Costa Rica. 
Member of the College of Lawyers. 
Esperanza Lodge. 
  
            Emilio Aguinaldo Philippine 
patriot and general. b. March 22, 
1869, at Old Cavite, Luzon of Chi-
nese and Tagalog parentage. Was 
educated in the home of a Jesuit 
priest and later in the University of St. 
Thomas, conducted by the Dominican 
friars in Manila. Was initiated Jan. 1, 
1895 in Pilar Lodge under the Grand 
Orient of Spain, becoming master of 
the lodge. At the outbreak of the in-
surrection in August, 1896, he was 
mayor of Cavite Viejo. During this 
uprising, he took a prominent part, 
displaying a marked capacity for 
leadership. In 1898 Spain gave him a 
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subsidy for remaining out of the coun-
try and he went to Hong Kong until 
the U.S. entered the war against 
Spain. Believing the time was ripe for 
a change in government, he returned 
immediately after the Battle of Manila, 
May 1, 1898, for the express purpose 
of assisting the American govern-
ment. They gave him authority to set 
up a native government of which he 
became the head and organized an 
army. Having doubt as to the future 
freedom of his country under Ameri-
can rule, he began hostilities against 
the U.S. during the year 1899 and 
engaged in several pitched battles, 
but was driven from capital to capital 
until finally captured by General Fre-
derick Funston at Palawan, Luzon on 
March 23, 1901. On April 19, 1901 he 
took an oath of allegiance to the U.S. 
and retired to a peaceful life. During 
the Spanish rebellion he organized 
the Triagle Magdalo, with other 
Freemasons and it later became 
Magdalo Lodge. The lodge held its 
meetings in Aguinaldo's residence. It 
was on the balcony of this residence 
that the proclamation of the First Re-
public and the unveiling of the original 
Philippine flag took place, June 12, 
1898. Four months after his initiation 
into Freemasonry, he affiliated with 
the Katipunan, an organization pat-
terned after Freemasonry with pass-
words and three degrees. Seeing this 
organization was the best means of 
gathering support for the revolution-
ary movement, he encouraged all 
able-bodied men to join it, and the 
success of the revolution, at least in 
Cavite, may be attributed to the 
Katipunan. When the Grand Orient of 
Spain fused with the G.L. of the Phil-
ippines in February 1917, Aguinaldo 
became a Scottish Rite Mason. He 
was coroneted a 33° on Feb. 13, 
1955. 
  

            Charles T. Aikens (1862-
1927) University president and Lu-
theran minister. Ordained, 1888. 
President of Susquehanna University, 
Selinsgrove, Pa. from 1905. Presi-
dent of Lutheran Synod of Central Pa. 
1897-1901. 32° AASR. 
  
            Marquess of Ailsa (1872-
1943) Archibald Kennedy, 15th Earl 
of Cassillis, created Marquess of 
Ailsa in 1938. b. May 22, 1872. d. 
Feb. 27, 1943. The Kennedys are a 
famous and powerful Scottish family 
long settled in Ayrshire. Ancester 
John Kennedy of Dunure obtained 
Cassillis and other lands in Ayrshire 
about 1350. John's descendant Sir 
James Kennedy married Mary, a 
daughter of King Robert III and their 
son Sir Gilbert Kennedy was created 
Lord Kennedy before 1458. Gilbert's 
grandson David, third Lord Kennedy, 
was created Earl of Cassillis before 
1530. In 1831 the 12th Earl of Cassil-
lis became the first Marquess of 
Ailsa, taking the title from the craig 
which was his property. Archibald 
was educated at Eton College, Trinity 
College, Cambridge and Edinburgh 
universities. Served as major in the 
South African War (1900-1902) and 
was with the British Expeditionary 
Forces from Dec., 1914 to May, 1919. 
Later became a member of the Royal 
Company of Archers and as such 
constituted a member of His Maj-
esty's Bodyguard for Scotland. His 
services were called for in every large 
civic or national enterprise. He had 
held many high offices in Freema-
sonry, and was head of the Grand 
Chapter of Scotland for 30 years, 
being 1st Grand Principal from 1913 
until his death in 1943. He made 
three Masonic visits to the United 
States, 1924, 1927 and 1933 for the 
purpose of settling jurisdictional dif-
ferences with the General Grand 
Chapter over the chapters in the Phil-
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ippines. On his death his titles passed 
to his brother Charles q.v. Initiated in 
Holy-rood House Lodge No. 44, Ed-
inburgh, Nov. 17, 1896. 
  
            Marquess of Ailsa Charles 
Kennedy, 16th Earl of Cassillis and 
5th Marquess of Ailsa upon the death 
of his brother, Archibald q.v., in 1943. 
b. April 10, 1875, he was educated at 
Eton and Royal Agriculture College 
Cirencester. Formerly captain Ayr-
shire Yeomanry and lieutenant 3rd 
Bn. Royal Scotts Fusilliers; served in 
South Africa 1900-1901 as captain, 
Prince of Wales Light Horse. As Lord 
Kennedy, he received most of his 
Masonic light in the United States, 
where he came after the African War. 
He was initiated in Acacia Lodge No. 
11, A.F. & A.M. of Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming April 4, 1905; passed May 25, 
1905 and raised June 8, 1905. His 
petition for the capitular degrees was 
received by Lebanon Chapter No. 3 
of Laramie, Wyo. on June 9, 1909 
and was elected July 14. He received 
the MM and PM degrees Aug. 11, 
1909. The MEM and RAM degrees 
were conferred by Nevada Chapter 
No. 56, of Nevada, Mo. by request of 
Lebanon chapter on March 14 and 
22, 1910. About 1914 he was in Dav-
enport, Iowa. He demilted from the 
lodge in Nov. 15, 1921 and the chap-
ter Nov. 9, 1921. In a letter to the 
chapter dated Dec. 10, 1919 he 
thanked them for remitting  a year's 
dues because of his war service, stat-
ing that he left the U.S. in Nov., 1914 
and joined the Ayrshire Yeomanry, 
Jan., 1915. He stated he "was 
passed as unfit for overseas service 
and at the end of 1916 was appointed 
an area gas officer. . . . I was at-
tached to the 18th Division for a short 
time in France in 1918 on a tour of 
instruction. Until quite recently have 
been engaged in training in gas de-
fensive measures and am now trying 

to get the bally stuff out of my sys-
tem.” 
  
            William D. B. Ainey (1864-
1933) Chairman Public Service Com-
mission of Pa. and Congressman. 
Member of 62nd and 63rd Con-
gresses (1911-15). Chairman of Pub-
lic Service Comm. of Pa. 1915. Dele-
gate to Interparliamentary Confer-
ence, Geneva, 1912 and to the 
Hague in 1913. Delegate to Interpar-
liamentary Union, Paris, 1927. Ma-
son. 
  
            James Ainslie Scottish cler-
gyman, who in 1652 was the subject 
of an ecclesiastical investigation be-
cause he was a Mason and "pos-
sessed the Mason Word." On appeal 
to the Presbytery at Kelso, he was 
cleared "because in the purest tymes 
of this kirke, maisons haveing that 
word have been ministers.” 
              

John C. Ainsworth (1870-
1943) Financier. President of States 
Steamship Co.; president of Ains-
worth National Bank, Portland, Ore-
gon and its successor, the U.S. Na-
tional Bank. Director of many corpo-
rations and the Federal Reserve 
Bank in Portland. 33° John C. Ains-
worth (1822-1893) Transportation 
pioneer of the Pacific Northwest. 
Went West with the 1850 gold rush 
and soon settled in Oregon where he 
pioneered in transportation. He was 
the guiding genius of river steamboat 
transportation and his Oregon Steam 
Navigation Co. grew to the Pacific 
Northwest division of the Union Pa-
cific Railroad. His Portland bank was 
the largest in Oregon. Was an incor-
porator and promoter of the Northern 
Pacific Railway. Was raised in Farm-
ington Lodge No. 9, Ohio and be-
came the first master of Multnomah 
Lodge No. 86 (Mo. register), now 
Oregon No. 1. He helped organize 



10,000 Famous Freemasons – Vol. I  A-D 

 11 

the G.L. of Oregon and served as 
grand master 1854-55. In 1865 he 
was grand high priest of the Grand 
Chapter. Inspector general 33° AASR 
(SJ). 
  
            Milburn P. Akers Editor, po-
litical and editorial writer. b. May 4, 
1900. Assistant to Secretary of Inte-
rior 1939-41. Executive secretary of 
Illinois Development Council 1937-39. 
Editor of Chicago Sun, 1941-42. Ma-
son. 
 
            Thomas P. Akers (1828-
1877) U.S. Congressman from Mis-
souri to 34th Congress, 1856-57. b. 
Oct. 4, 1828 in Knox Co., Ohio. Ad-
mitted to the bar, he taught school for 
a time in Ky., then moved to Lexing-
ton, Mo. in 1853, where he was a 
professor of mathematics and moral 
philosophy in the Masonic College in 
that city, 1855-56. He was also pastor 
of the local Methodist church. Moved 
to N.Y.C. in 1861 and became vice 
president of the gold board. Moved to 
Utah for his health and then returned 
to Lexington, Mo. Member of Lexing-
ton Lodge No. 149, and was exalted 
in Lexington Chapter No. 10, R.A.M. 
on Jan. 16, 1856. Suspended NPD 
from the latter on May 6, 1861. d. 
April 3, 1877. 
  
            George E. Akerson (1889-
1937) Secretary to President Hoover 
1929-31; Hoover's assistant when 
Secretary of Commerce 1925-28. 
Washington correspondent and asst. 
managing editor of Minneapolis Trib-
une 1912-25. 32° at Minneapolis Feb. 
27, 1929. Received Shrine at Wash-
ington, D.C. Apr. 29, 1929 as cour-
tesy to Zurah Temple in Minneapolis. 
  
            Spencer B. Akin Major Gen-
eral U.S. Army. b. Feb. 13, 1889. B.S. 
Virginia Military Institute 1910. 2nd lt. 
U.S. Army, 1910 advancing through 

grades to brigadier general in 1941 
and major general in 1943. Chief sig-
nal officer on staff of General MacAr-
thur and later chief signal officer, De-
partment of Army. Cited by Poor 
Richard Club for his reorganization of 
Army's system of communication to 
needs of atomic warfare. Mason. 
  
            Sir Adeyemo Alakija (1884-
1952) Nigeria spiritual and political 
leader. Headed the Executive Council 
of the Colony and Protectorate in 
Nigeria, also a spiritual leader among 
the natives and respected public fig-
ure. Member Star of Nigeria Chapter 
No. 255, R.A.M. 23° AASR. Ap-
pointed grand superintendent over 
Royal Arch in the district both English 
and Scottish constitutions as well as 
head of the District Grand Lodge. 
Died April 9, 1952. 
  
            Miguel Ricardo de Alava 
(1771-1843) Spanish general and 
statesman. He participated in the 
Peninsular War under Wellington in 
1811 and in 1815 was in the service 
of Ferdinand VII. He was a liberal 
leader and president of the Cortes in 
1822, in which year he aided in the 
deposition of Ferdinand. In 1814 he 
was imprisoned for being a Freema-
son. Upon Ferdinand's restoration by 
the French in 1823, Alava fled to Eng-
land. He was later in' the service of 
Maria Christina against Don Carlos. 
Named ambassador to London in 
1834 and Paris in 1835, retiring to 
France after the La Granja insurrec-
tion. 
  
            Leopold, Duke of Albany 
Youngest son of Queen Victoria was 
initiated in Apollo University Lodge 
No. 357, Oxford, England May 1, 
1874 and in May, 1875 became a 
member of Lodge of Antiquity. No. 2. 
Served as master of Apollo Lodge, 
1876. 
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            Juan Bautista Alberdi (1810-
1884) Distinguished Argentine 
statesman, jurist and publisher. He 
was noted principally for his Bases, a 
treatise on American public right. 
Hostile to Rosas, he exiled himself to 
Uruguay where he studied law, later 
practicing in Chile. On the overthrow 
of Rosas by Urquiza q.v. he was suc-
cessively named by the latter as min-
ister to Paris, Madrid, Washington 
and London. Mason. 
  
            Albert Victor Christian Ed-
ward (see Duke of Clarence) Carl 
Albert Congressman from Oklahoma, 
80th Congress (1947-49) Lawyer. b. 
May 10, 1908. Member of South 
McAlester Lodge No. 96, McAlester, 
Okla. (1946), 32° Indian Consistory, 
AASR (SJ) and DeMolay Legion of 
Honor. 
  
            Casimir August Albert Duke 
of Saxony-Teschen (1738-1822) 
Last governor of the Austrian Nether-
lands. Brother of King Karl Christian 
Joseph. Initiated in Dresden, Ger-
many, in lodge Zu den drei Schwest-
ern, 1764. 
  
            Prince Albert Duke of York. 
b. December 14, 1895, in London. 
Provincial G.M. of Middlesex. 
  
            Albert-Edward, Prince of 
Wales (1841-1910) (see Edward VII 
of England) Eldest son of Queen Vic-
toria. Initiated in Stockholm in 1868 
by King Charles XV and made past 
grand master in 1870. In 1875 he 
received the AASR degrees. In 1875 
he succeeded the Marquis de Ripon 
as grand master of England, an office 
which he held until his death in 1910. 
              

Manuel Masimino Alberti 
(1763-1811) Catholic priest and Ar-
gentine patriot. Although a Catholic 
priest he joined Freemasonry and 

was active in events that led to the 
"open forum" on May 24, 1810 and 
the revolution of that year. He was 
one of the "junta," or council, then 
formed to rule the country. 
  
            Henri Christophe Albrecht 
(1763-1800) German Masonic writer. 
Initiated 1785. In 1792 he published 
at Hamburg a work entitled Materi-
alen zu einer kritischen Geschichte 
der Freimaurerei (Collections towards 
a critical history of Freemasonry). 
  
            Ralph G. Albrecht Specialist 
in international law. Prosecuted Her-
man Goering and others before Inter-
national Military Tribunal, 1945-46. b. 
Aug. 11, 1896 at Jersey City, N.J. 
Graduate of Univ. of Pennsylvania 
and Harvard. Admitted to bar in 1924. 
Associate counsel for American 
claimants against Germany in "Black 
Tom" and "Kingsland" explosions, 
1924-39. Commander, U.S. Navy, 
1941-45. Naval observer with Ameri-
can Embassy London, England and 
with Pacific Fleet, Pearl Harbor and 
Australia. Assistant Director O.S.S. 
(War Crimes) and assistant to attor-
ney general, 1945. Raised in Dalhou-
sie Lodge, Newtonville, Mass. on 
Nov. 16, 1921. 
  
            Horace M. Albright Conser-
vationist. b. Jan. 6, 1890. Director 
National Park Service 1917-18; asst. 
director and superintendent Yellow-
stone National Park 1919-29. In 
charge of Yosemite National Park, 
1927-28. Director National Park Ser-
vice Jan. 12, 1929 to Aug. 10, 1933. 
Advisor, director and official of many 
national conservation projects. Mem-
ber of Livingston Lodge No. 32, 
Livingston, Montana, being raised in 
June, 1923. He was given his de-
grees in a period of five weeks while 
in charge of Yellowstone National 
Park so that he would be a member 
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in time to entertain President Harding 
in Yellowstone on June 30 and July 1, 
1923. 
  
            James L. Alcorn Former 
Governor and Senator from Missis-
sippi. Member Coahoma Lodge No. 
104, Friar's Point, Miss. and Jackson 
Chapter No. 6, Jackson, Miss. 
  
            Alvin B. Alden (1818-1882) 
Did much for laying foundation of 
Freemasonry in Wisconsin. Grand 
master 1861-63; grand high priest 
1863; grand commander 1866-68; 
sovereign grand inspector general, 
AASR. 
  
            Chester H. Aldrich (1862-
1924) Governor of Nebraska and 
jurist. Admitted to Nebraska bar, 
1891. Member Nebraska Senate, 
1907. Governor of Nebraska 1911-
13. Justice, Supreme Court of Ne-
braska 1919-25. Mason and Knight 
Templar. 
  
            Kildroy P. Aldrich 1st Assis-
tant Postmaster General, 1943-45. b. 
Feb. 16, 1877. With postal depart-
ment from 1897 to 1945, serving in 
various capacities from postal clerk to 
assistant postmaster general. Raised 
in Siloam Lodge No. 276, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. in 1913 and a life member. 
Member of Missouri Consistory No. 1, 
St. Louis, Mo. (SJ). 
  
            Nelson W. Aldrich (1841-
1915) U.S. Senator from Rhode Is-
land from 1881 to 1911. b. Nov. 6, 
1841 at Foster, R.I.; Graduate of 
Brown Univ. Member of R.I. House of 
Representatives from 1875-77, serv-
ing as speaker of same. Elected five 
times to U.S. Senate and declined 
nomination for reelection in 1910. A 
member of What Cheer Lodge No. 
21, (past master) Providence and 
Providence Chapter No. 1 as well as 

Cavalry Commandery No. 13 which 
he served as commander in 1871. In 
1879 he was grand commander of 
the Grand Commandery of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island. d. Apr. 
16, 1915. 
  
            Elizabeth Aldworth Said to 
be the only woman ever regularly 
initiated into Freemasonry. See 
"Elizabeth St. Leger.” 
  
            J. Frank Alee Former U.S. 
Senator from Delaware. Member Un-
ion Lodge No. 7, Dover, Del. 
  
            Miguel Aleman President of 
Mexico 1947-52. Petitioned Antiqui-
ties Lodge No. 9 of Grand Lodge 
Valle de Mexico on Sept. 25, 1930 as 
a young man of 26. Initiated Oct. 20, 
1930; passed April 27, 1931 and 
raised July 31, 1931. He later demit-
ted to City of Mexico Lodge No. 35. 
Received AASR degrees 4th through 
32nd Nov. 24, 1942 by Grand Com-
mander Antonio Arceo. Made a noble 
of the Mystic Shrine in Anezeh Tem-
ple of Mexico City on Nov. 27, 1945. 
Son of General Miguel Aleman, who 
as a revolutionist against Porfirio 
Diaz, fled to the mountains as an 
open rebel for three years before the 
general revolution of 1910, leaving 8-
year-old Miguel as head of the house. 
By selling papers he worked his way 
through the law school of the National 
University and on graduation set up a 
thriving law business principally with 
labor unions and individual workers. 
His public life began as magistrate of 
the Veracruz Supreme Court. Was 
elected to the Senate and in 1936 
was appointed Governor of Veracruz, 
serving until 1940. He resigned as 
governor to manage the election of 
his friend, General Avila Camacho, 
who, when he won, appointed Ale-
man as Minister of Interior. At 37, he 
was the youngest cabinet member 
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and Camacho's principal trouble 
shooter between the federal govern-
ment and the 28 states. In this capac-
ity he won international recognition 
for tracking down some 2,000 Ger-
man and Japanese nationals in def-
erence to the U.S. He was nominated 
as president by the head of the Latin-
American Federation of Labor and his 
campaign manager was the editor of 
the labor newspaper, El Popular. In-
dustrialists backed him because he 
understood the technical necessities 
of Mexican industry. Scholars and 
professional men cheered him for his 
ability and brains. The old revolution-
ary generals liked his background 
and political philosophy, and the 
masses voted for him because he 
had given them more in the way of 
social reform than anyone within their 
memory. He was particularly inter-
ested in public education and trans-
portation. 
  
            Alexander I (1777-1825) 
Czar of Russia from 1801-1825. b. 
Dec. 23, 1777 and succeeded Paul I 
q.v. on the throne in 1801. While he 
prohibited all secret societies in 1801, 
in 1803 he rescinded this prohibition. 
It is said that he was convinced by 
Johann Boeber q.v., later grand mas-
ter of Russia, of the benefits of Ma-
sonry and he not only lifted the ban, 
but became a member himself. Some 
sources claim he was initiated in 
Canongate Kilwinning Lodge of Edin-
burgh, Scotland and in 1814 acted as 
master at the conferring of the de-
grees in a military lodge in Paris on 
William III, Emperor of Germany. He 
was, for certain, a member of the 
Polish Grand Orient. In November, 
1815 the Polish Masons gave a ban-
quet in his honor after which he left 
generous gifts for the Grand Orient. 
He has been accused of using Free-
masonry for political purposes. d. 
Dec. 1, 1825 under mysterious cir-

cumstances. In 1822 he became 
suspicious of the political dangers 
inherent in some of the Russian 
lodges, and on the advice of Grand 
Master Kushelev of the Grand Lodge 
"Astra," banned Freemasonry on Au-
gust 1, 1822. This date marks the 
destruction of Russian Freemasonry, 
for his successor, Nicholas I, con-
firmed the edict on April 21, 1826. 
  
            Alexander III (1241-1286) 
King of Scotland from 1349. Legend 
states he favored Freemasons and 
that Kilwinning Abbey was built under 
his guidance. Married Margaret, 
daughter of Henry III, in 1251. De-
feated Norwegian invasion in 1263. 
United Hebrides and Isle of Man to 
the kingdom. 
  
            Abraham Alexander (?-
1816) One of the founders of the 
Mother Supreme Council, Scottish 
Rite at Charleston, S. Car. He was 
born in London and emigrated to this 
country before 1764, settling in 
Charleston, where he became secre-
tary to the collector of customs and 
later auditor. He became first secre-
tary general of the Mother Supreme 
Council and seems to have been a 
member of Lodge La Candeur as his 
signature appears on the minutes of 
March 18, 1798. Of Jewish religion, 
he was chazan, or reader for Bayh 
Elohim congregation. He served as 
reader for 20 years, resigning in 
1784. He died Feb. 21, 1816 and is 
buried in the Jewish cemetery at 
Charleston. 
  

Ben Alexander (1894-1944) 
President of Masonite Corp. Started 
as a laborer in the wood pulp industry 
in 1919 and by 1926 was president of 
the Masonite Corp. Director or officer 
of many corporations. Mason. 
  




